


Job 22-28

"If the first mark of a true and living church is
love, the second is suffering. The one is
naturally consequent on the other. A willingness
to suffer proves the genuineness of love. John
Stott

"There are no crown bearers in heaven that were
not cross bearers on earth" — Spurgeon

"Why should the righteous suffer?" "Why not?"
replied Lewis......" They re the only ones who can
handle it." CS Lewis

"Faith in God offers no insurance against
tragedy." Philip Yancey



Can you Trust Him? He who gave

His only begotten son?ll

* "When you cannot see his hand, trust
his heart." Unknown

« "Religion is for people who are afraid to
go to hell. Spirituality is for people who
have already been there." Martha
Manning, Undercurrents

 "When we are in a situation where Jesus
Is all we have, we soon discover He is all
we really need." Gigi Graham Tchividjian



I shall come forth as Gold!

e Job 2310 —But he knows t
take; when he has tried me, I shall come
out as gold.

* 1 Pet.1:1-9 so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though
it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

* The goal is our Purity-our Christlikeness



His Sustaining Words

e Job23:12 —| have not departe
commandment of his lips; I have treasured the

words of his mouth more than my portion of
food.

e Job16:5b —I coul d strengt hen
mouth, and the solace of my lips would assuage
your pain.

e "The longer the teabag sits in the cup, the
stronger the tea. The more God's word
saturates our minds, the clearer our grasp on
what's important to him and the stronger our
prayers." Steven Estes



God; Burn away the dross!

* "The extreme greatness of Christianity
lies in the fact that it does not seek a
supernatural remedy for suffering, but
a supernatural use for it." A. J. Conyer

» "When God puts a burden upon you He
puts His own arms underneath." Charles
Spur geon—

e God cannot use mightily the man whom
he has not wounded deeply." AW Tozer



All that live Godly will suffer!

e "Suffering, with dignity, may enable you
to mark more lives for Christ than
anything else you say or do for Christ."

Bill Hybels

» "The final crown of glory in this world is
martyrdom, and the blood of martyrs is
the seed of the church.", Unknown

e "Who is the wealthiest? He who is
content with the least. Socrates



Wailt unti | He'’
Job23:14 —For he will <con
appoints for me, and many such things are
in his mind.

Phl 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

He' s sti |l |l working on
construction! Clay must be pliable!

"T thank God for my handicaps, for
through them I have found myself, my
work and my God." Helen Keller



His prayers were answered!

He received nothing he wanted and everything he
needed.

He asked for strength..........c.ccccooviivieiine, God
gave him difficulties to make him strong

He asked for wisdom.........cccoeevevieveeciereecrennes God gave
him problems to learn to solve

He asked for prosperity..........cccccccoeecvereverennne, God
gave him a brain and a brawn to work

He asked for courage..........cccc.coovvveviereereneennnne.. God gave
him dangers to overcome

He asked for love..........ccocouvevvveniiriceieeennee, God gave
him troubled people to help

He asked for favors..........ccocoevveevecceceinee, God gave

him opportunities



Confidence or Conviction?

e Job27:6 —I hol d fast my rig
not let it go; my heart does not reproach me for
any of my days. |

e 1J03:18-21IILi ttl e children, |
word or talk but in deed and in truth. By this we
shall know that we are of the truth and reassure
our heart before him; for whenever our heart
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does
not condemn us, we have confidence before God;



His eyes were like blazing fire!

* 1Cr 4:3-4 But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be judged by you or
by any human court. In fact, I do not
even judge myself. I am not aware of
anything against myself, but T am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who
judges me.

e Jer. 17:9-10 The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand 1t
search the heart and test the mind,



Love God with deeds and truthl

 Gracious leadership, wisdom 29:7-11, 21
» Generosity to the poor 29:12

» Help to the orphans 29:12, Ja.l

e Comfort to the dying v.13

e Support to the Widows v.13

A helping hand to the blind, lame v.15

» Staunch Victims Advocate! v.16

» Opposed evil and the criminal v.17



Godliness shows Mercy!

» Genuine Empathy for the unfortunate
30:24-25

 Fair and Humble toward his employees!
31:13-19, Ja.b

e Loved even his enemies! 31:29-33

e Mt.25:31-4 6 —whatever yo
| east of these you dI

e Even an Environmentalist?! 31:38-40



Spurgeon and Depression

T "As long as I trace my pain to accident,
my bereavement to mistake, my loss to
another's wrong, my discomfort o an
enemy, and so on, I am of the earth,
earthly...out when I rise to my God and
see His hand at work, I grow calm. "Cast
thy burden on the Lord" is a precept
which it will be easy to practice, when
you see that the burden originally came
from God. Il Charl es Sj



We are His Workmanship!

T "God wants us to lay our burdens on Him
and rest in His love. Tt's His responsibility
to work out the purpose and plan in our
hardships. Only our refusal to trust
Him....can hinder His purposes in our
lives." Joni Eareckson Tada

T "God always gives the best to those who
leave the choice to Him." Unknown

1 "He ruthlessly perfects who He royally
elects." Unknown



Hope!

» "God loves brokenness and weak people.
He will share his power, not his glory."
Kimber Kauffman.

* "No matter how deep our darkness -- --
He is deeper still." Corrie Ten-Boom

e "The enemy troops are in front of us, in
our back, to the right and to the left - -
We are totally surrounded ! This time,
the enemy cannot escape I" American

army officer in WWII



Perseverancel

* "Only the suffering God can help."
Dietrich Bonhoffer scribbled that note
in a Nazi prison camp

* "To live is to suffer, to survive is to
find some meaning in the suffering."
Roberta Flack

 "Once they have taken everything from
me, and I respond like Christ, they have
lost their control over me" - Unknown



He is Unchangeable!

e Job?23:13-14 —But he is unchan:i
can turn him back? What he desires, that he

does.—For he will compl et e
me, and many such things are in his mind.
e —\Who has spoken and 1t c

Lord has commanded it? Is it not from the
mouth of the Most High that good and bad
come?ll (Lamen-B8& gee Amos3:63 : 3

e —Many are the plans 1 n t

Il s the purpose of the Lo
(Proverbs 19:21; see 16:9)



God is for us|

e —1 f God 1 s for us, who
Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Rom.8

e —Endurance I s not Just

hard thing, but to turn it to glory." William
Barclay

« "A pessimist sees the difficulty in every
opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity
in every difficulty." Winston Churchill



Job 22-28

» But he knows the way that I take;
when he has tried me, I shall come out as
gold.

e T have treasured the words of his mouth
more than my portion of food.

e But he is unchangeable, and who can turn
him back? What he desires, that he does.

* For he will complete what he appoints for
me, and many such things are in his mind.



Job 22-28

e Job27:3-4, —as | ong as my
me, and the spirit of God is in my

nostril s, —my |1 ps wi
falsehood, my heart does not reproach
me ...t 1 | | I di e | wi ||

l ntegrity from me. |
* my heart does not reproach me



